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Trans artist Toby Vincer explores the
relationship between their lived experience
and the natural environment.

Logline



TRANSCENDENCE is a short, experimental film
conveying a positive lived experience of being trans,
as a counterpoint to the overwhelmingly negative
narratives in the current discourse. This glimmer of
hope and optimism, performed by trans artist Toby
Vincer, devised with director Sharon Burrell, meditates
on Toby’s relationship with their body, the Divine
Feminine, and the natural environment. 

Synopsis



About the Production



TRANSCENDENCE is a poetic documentary created using
visual and sound abstracts to build a collage of
elements of Toby. When discussing the work, Toby and
the director, Sharon, were less concerned with what the
audience think about trans people, and more concerned
with how people feel watching the film – experiencing
the euphoria / dysphoria of trans existence. This for
Sharon, as a woman in perimenopause, draws many
parallels as both she and Toby navigate the turmoil and
anxiety of changing cycles, and the clarity and peace
that comes with hormone treatment.
 
Sharon and Toby seek to create three cycles of
emotional states in the film – dysphoria, awakening,
through to euphoria. The film was shot at The Warren in
Folkestone, Kent (England), Toby’s favourite beach as a
child. The shoot was gifted with beautiful light at sunrise
by Mother Nature. 

Sharon used Laban Movement Theory to create the
physical states with Toby. They worked with specialist
wildlife DP, Garath Whyte, to capture the movement work
in relation to the natural environment, handheld on a RED
Komodo-X 6K and a DV Mustek 2000 simultaneously. The
soundscape was built by Michael Griggs predominantly
from elements of Toby – racing heartbeat, breath, voice
– and natural elements from the shoot - the wind, the
sea, bird calls. 

The documentary element was built from extracts from
Toby’s diaries and interviews with Sharon, which evolved
into the poem you hear during the film – reflections on a
very specific moment in Toby’s history, and how it relates
to their current evolution.
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Director’s Biography
Sharon Burrell started developing her filmmaking practice during
lockdown, when the pandemic curtailed her career as a theatre director.

In theatre she was Artistic Director of To The Moon, a new writing
development company making works across multiple genres including
theatre, stand up comedy and cabaret. Her most notable theatre work
was OLD FOOLS, written by Tristan Bernays (BOUDICA at the Globe
Theatre), which was named The Independent’s top pick of London
theatre for the entirety of its run.
 
Other experimental works in film include GLITTER AND SMOKE, a
durational performance / film hybrid devised with trans artist Niko
Wearden.

She is founder of Hag Films, a production company creating climate
content designed to rewild audiences. She wrote and produced their
short film / proof of concept for a TV series, THE FOLKESTONE LADIES’
EROTIC FICTION CLUB, directed by Emmy award winner Emelie
Mahdavian.
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